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Homework Policy

Homework Policy

Rationale 
This policy outlines the school’s views and beliefs on homework.

Definition
Homework can be defined as work set by the teacher to be done outside of school, with support from home. Homework will include Literacy and Mathematics work.
Aims

We believe that homework can:

· Extend the learning done in school

· Keep parents informed about the work done in school

· Consolidate the home/ school partnership

· Encourage independent learning

Rationale

· Homework should be set weekly by the class teacher and should enhance and consolidate the learning taking place in the classroom

· Homework should meet the needs of all pupils

· Homework set should be clearly understood by the pupils and parents

· Homework should not be onerous

Requirements/ Expectations

Ponteland First School expects:

Class teachers to:

· Give pupils clear instructions of homework expectations

· Give feedback on homework

· Mark homework in line with school policy 

Parents to:

· Support their child with his/her homework activities

· Listen to their child read regularly

· Wherever possible promote opportunities for home learning

Pupils to:

· Complete and return homework on time 
Special Educational Needs 

Ponteland First School recognises the special educational needs of individual pupils and the work provided for them will be differentiated accordingly.

This policy will be reviewed on an annual basis.

Reception and Key Stage 1

Homework Guidance - Reception

Big Talk homework will be given on Wednesday (on a slip of paper) and the Big Talk session will take place on Thursday.

Two new letter sounds will be taught each week and sheets will be sent home to help you consolidate what we have been learning. These sheets should be kept at home.

As they are taught, each new letter sound will be put in the mini ‘Jolly Phonics’ book. These should be practised on a daily basis at home.

Your child will learn 9 sets of 5 action words (1 set per week). Initially your child will be learning to sight read the words. Once this has been accomplished s/he will learn to spell the words. Action words should be practised on a daily basis at home.

A new reading book will be sent home each week and children should practise reading with an adult at home on a regular basis.

Each term, your child will bring home a bag for one evening containing an activity to be shared with their family e.g. ‘Thomas the Teddy’ in the Autumn Term.

Homework Guidance - KS1

· Homework will be given on Wednesday and Friday.

· Wednesday – Big Talk homework.

· Big Talk homework will be sent home on a slip of paper using the Big Talk homework template in preparation for the Big Write session on Thursday.

· Friday – Spellings, x tables, numeracy work to consolidate the week’s work.

· Occasionally homework relating to other subjects may be given.

· KS1 – homework completed on sheets.

· Homework set on Friday should be returned to school on Wednesday.

· Reading books will be sent home every evening and children should read at home on a daily basis.

· Homework will be marked in accordance with the school’s marking policy e.g. mistakes corrected, positive comments given and examples given (particularly calculations and problem solving techniques to aid parents.)

Use of Home Contact Books and Learning Records 

· All children in Reception and Key Stage 1 have Home Contact Books and Learning Records which should be brought to school each morning and will be sent home each night. 

· Staff may note the following events in the child’s Home Contact Book:

· Forgotten PE kit / inappropriate uniform or PE kit.

· Forgotten reading book.

· Response to parent’s note if appropriate.

· Homework not completed / handed in.

· Parents may note any message or concern they have in the home contact books.

· Any notes from parents should be initialled by the teacher to acknowledge that the note has been seen and read.

· Class teachers will note the child’s individual targets in the learning record as well as when they have read with the teacher and comment on their progress. 

· Parents are expected to note in their child’s learning record at least once a week after hearing their child read.

Key Stage 2

Guidance for Homework

· Homework will be given on Wednesday and Friday.

· Wednesday – Big Talk homework.

· Big Talk homework – sent home on a slip of paper using the Big Talk homework template, in preparation for the Big Write session on Thursday.

· Friday – Spellings, x tables, numeracy work to consolidate the week’s work.

· Occasionally homework relating to other subjects may be given.

· KS2 – homework completed in red homework books.

· Homework set on Friday should be returned to school on Wednesday.

· Reading books will be sent home every evening and children should read with parents each evening.

· Homework will be marked in accordance with the school’s marking policy e.g. mistakes corrected, positive comments given and examples given (particularly calculations and problem solving techniques to aid parents.)

Planners 

· Pupils in Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 use planners. Planners should be brought to school each morning and will be sent home each night.

· Children will be encouraged to make important ‘notes to remember’ in planners.

· Friday homework and spellings will be written in planners each week.

· Staff may note the following events in planners/ learning journals:

· Reading with teacher – comment about child’s progress in reading.

· Forgotten PE kit / inappropriate uniform or PE kit.

· Forgotten reading book.

· Response to parent’s note if appropriate.

· Homework not completed / handed in.

· Individual targets.

· Parents may note any concerns they have and will note when they have read with their child at home.

· Parents are expected to sign children’s planners each weekend.

· Teachers are expected to sign children’s planners each Monday.

· Any notes from parents should be initialled by the teacher to acknowledge that the note has been seen and read.










